A VISION FOR YOU


Pages 151 through 164)


Chapter 11, “A VISION FOR YOU,” is a very powerful piece of literature.  It provides guidance for the future of Alcoholics Anonymous in a very practical manner.  As in the preceding sections of this Book, it is based on the experience and knowledge of the Founders of our Fellowship from which came our Program of Recovery.  


As the result of taking and applying the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous to our lives, we had been freed from a seemingly hopeless condition of mind and body.  This is the Promise of the Program:  “Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps.”  To insure our sobriety, we found it necessary to seek out other alcoholics who were suffering as we had (as Bill did in May, 1935, when he was led to Dr. Bob S.).  We let them know how well we understood the misery they were experiencing.  We let them see the demonstration of the Higher Power we found through our Program and thereby created a curiosity in them to wonder what had happened to us.  When they asked, we would tell them our story -- what we were like, what happened and what we are like now.  If they then decided they wanted what we had, we made sure that they had a copy of this Book and set them on the path of recovery.  At the same time, we made an effort to get the family to try our way of living.


After awhile, we had a number of sober alcoholics and realized we needed to formalize our Fellowship, so we initiated the process of “founding” a Group -- to bring the Program of Alcoholics Anonymous into the part of the world that we occupy.  This Chapter describes that process.  Once this has been done, you will have made a significant contribution to your community.  It might be an amend for harm done.  It will certainly be appreciated by many innocent people who have suffered because of our disease even though they may never have been aware of the source.

(Page 151)

(P)
  1. What is drinking for most folks?


  2. It is release from what?


  3. What else is it for most people?


  4.
How about us?


  5. What is gone?


  6. What are the good old days?


  7. When will we be able to recapture those moments?



  8-a. What did we yearn for?



  8-b. With what were we obsessed?


10. What was the truth?

(P)
11. As people became less tolerant of us, what did we do?


12. As we became citizens of King Alcohol, shivering inhabitants 

            of 
his mad world, what did we experience?


13. It did what and became what?



14-a. What did some of us seek?



14-b. What were we hoping to find?



16-a. What success did we have?



16-b. This would be followed by what?



16-c. What did we face?


19. Who will have no trouble understanding what we have just 


      covered?

(P)
20. Once in awhile, what may a dried out serious drinker say? 



(4 sentences)


21. As ex-problem drinkers, how do we react to such 
            declarations?
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  1. He is like who?


  2. What is he doing to himself?


  3. What is it he really wants to do?



  4-a. Soon, what will he do?



  4-b. Why?


  6. What can he not see?


  7. Someday, what will he be unable to imagine?


  8. What will he then come to know as few people can?


  9. Where will he be?


10. For what will he wish?

(P)
11. What have we shown?


12. You might say what?  (rest of paragraph)

(P)
13. What do we have?


14. What is it called?


15. What will you find there?


16. How will it effect your imagination?


17. How will you feel about being alive?


18. What are your future years promised to be?


19. Where will we find this?

(P)
20. What questions do you have?  (2 sentences)

(Page 152 - continued)

(P)
21. Where do we say you will find them?


22. Who will you find near you?


23. How many if you live in a large city?


24. Where will they come from?


25. What will they become to you?



26-a. How will you be bound to them?



26-b. Why will that be so?



26-c. And, together, you will begin what?
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  1. You will then know what?


  2. You will then learn the full meaning of what?

(P)
  3. What may seem incredible?


  4. What question will arise?


  5. What is the practical answer?



  6-a. How should you wish for them?



  6-b. What should you be willing to do?



  6-c. Of what are we certain?


  9. What still exhibits itself among us?


10. What proof is there of that statement?

(P)
11. What is our hope?


12. Of what are we sure?



13-a. They will then do what?



13-b. What will be the result of these actions?

(P)
15. What did you learn in “Chapter 7?”


16. Since you followed the directions laid out for us in that 

            Chapter, what has happened?


17. What will you now want to know?


18. How do we propose to give you a glimpse of what can be your 

      future?

(P)

19-a. The brief account begins when?



19-b. How did it begin?


21. How did his business deal go?


22. If his business deal had gone off well, what would have been 
            his expected future?
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  1. But how did his deal wind up?


  2. What did the proceeding produce?

(P)
  3. Very discouraged, how did he find himself?



  4-a. In what physical condition was he?



  4-b. How long had he been sober?



  4-c. What could he see for himself?


  7. What was it he really wanted?

(P)
  8. On that afternoon, what was he wondering?


  9. What was at one end of the lobby?


10. What was at the other end?


11. What did he see in there?


12. What might he find in there?



13-a. Without a couple of drinks he was afraid he would not 




     have what?



13-b. How would his weekend be?

(P)
15. Even though he knew he couldn’t afford to drink, what was he 

      thinking?


16. Why not?  He had been sober how long?


17. What did his alcoholic mind (the insidious insanity) say to 
             him?


18. What did he experience with that thought?


19. How secure did he feel?


20. What was he experiencing?


21. What did he do?


22. What was he still hearing?

(Page 154 - continued)

(P)

23-a. Who did he think of?



23-b. Especially who did he think of?


25. Should it be very difficult to find one?


26. What would he do?


27. What returned and what did he do because it did?
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  1. What did he do then?

(P)

  2-a. Where did his call lead him?



  2-b. In what condition was this formerly able and respected 


                person?

Comment:  “nadir” means bottom, lowest point.


  4. What was his situation?



  5-a. What was his desperate desire?



  5-b. Had he given up hope?


  7. He knew he was not normal but what was it he did not know?

Comment:  (*) indicates a footnote which identifies the principals of this story and where we may find their stories in this Book.

 (P)
  8. After Bill told his story, with what did Dr. Bob agree?



  9-a. What did Dr. Bob concede as being absolutely 
                       necessary?



  9-b. How did he first feel about the Program of action?


11. What did he admit to Bill?


12. What had Dr. Bob rationalized?



13-a. What was his argument?



13-b. The result of which would bring more suffering to whom?


15. To what length was he not willing to go?

(P)
16. Being intrigued, what did Dr. Bob and Anne do?


17. Three weeks later, what did Dr. Bob do?


18. Was this just an overnight drunk?



19-a. What did it convince Dr. Bob he must do?
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  1-b. If he wanted God to do what?

(P)
  2. What did Dr. Bob do one morning?


  3. He surprised to learn what two things?


  4. He got into his car and did what?


  5. Why did he tremble as he made his amends?

(P)

  6-a. When did he finally come home?



  6-b. What shape was he in?


  8. How well did it work for him?

Comment:  Dr. Bob had his last drink on the morning of June 10, 1935.  He lived the rest of his life sober and passed away November 16,1950.


  9. The major liabilities resulting from 30 years of hard drinking 
            were repaired in how many years?

Comment:  Dr. Bob had his last drink in June, 1935, and this Book was published in April, 1939.

(P)
10. Was life easy and comfortable for these two men?


11. What did they have plenty of?


12. What did both of them realize they must do?


13. So, what did Dr. Bob do one day?

Comment:  The date was June 11, 1935.  The day following Dr. Bob’s last drink.


14. He explained their need and asked what?

(Page 156 - continued)

(P)
15. What was the nurse’s reply?


16. What shape was the prospect in at the time of the call?  



(the rest of paragraph)

Comment:  Notice (*) referring to the footnote regarding Bill & Dr. Bob’s 12th Step call on Bill D.

(P)
17. What did they think of their chances of success with this guy?


18.
What was not well understood at that time?

(Page 157)


  1. What did Dr. Bob ask the nurse to do?  (2 sentences)

(P)
  2. What happened two days later?


  3. What did Bill D. ask Bill & Dr. Bob?  (2 sentences)

(P)
  4. How did they answer him?

(P)
  5. What was written on his face?


  6. Did Bill D. believe there could be any hope for him? 



(the rest of paragraph)

(P)
  7. What happened over the next hour?


  8. What was Bill D.’s response?  (3 sentences)

(P)
  9. What was the man on the bed told?


10. There was a lot of talk about what?

(P)
11. What did Bill D. say as Bill W. and Dr. Bob told their stories? 



(5 sentences)


12. When Bill D. said he knew it could not work for him, what did 
            the two do?


13. What did he have to say about their laughing at him?

(P)

14-a. They then spoke of what?



14-b. Then what did they tell him?

(P)
16. To which he replied?
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  1-a. He said he prayed and swore what?



  1-b. How well did it work for him?

(P)
  3. What did Bill and Dr. Bob find the next day?


  4. What had the prospect been doing?


  5. What did he say to them?  (2 sentences)


  6. Then what did he add?

(P)

  7-a. What did the lawyer do on the third day following his 




    last drink?

Comment: Again we must wonder where the idea of going to meetings and not drinking as a solution to alcoholism came from.  The message from this Text Book is, “Take the Steps” and take them very early in sobriety.



  7-b. He further said he was willing to do what?



  9-a. How hopeful was his wife when she came to see him?



  9-b. What did she think she saw in him?


11. What had begun to take place within him?

Comment:  If Step Three is taken “honestly and humbly, an effect, sometimes a very great one, is felt at once.”  p. 63

(P)
12. What happened that afternoon?


13. What did he try to do?


14. How successful was he?


15. But what had he found?

(Page 158 - continued)

(P)
16. When was that?

Comment:  That was the same month and year Dr. Bob had his last drink.


17. How long was he able to stay sober?


18. What has he regained?



19-a. Who has he helped?



19-b. In what did he become a power?

(P)

21-a. Now, how many sober alcoholics were there?



21-b. What did they believe they must do to survive?


23. Did they find another one right away?


24. How did they find this one?



25-a. What kind of a guy was he?



25-b. What could his parents not determine?



27-a. What kind of people were they?



27-b. They were also shocked by their son’s refusal to do 
                      what?

(Page 159)



  1-a. Was he in pretty bad shape?



  1-b. Did he appear to be hopeless?



  3-a. What did he consent to do?



  3-b. By chance (?), what room did he occupy?

(P)
  5. How many visitors did he have?


  6. After listening to them for a bit, what did he have to say? 



(3 sentences)


  7. So now Alcoholics Anonymous had how many members?

(P)
  8. All this time, where was Bill W.?


  9. How long did he remain in Akron?


10. When he returned to New York, what did he leave?


11. What had these men found?



12-a. What did they know they must do to remain sober?



12-b. That motive became what?


14. Why was that?


15. What did they share with fellow-sufferers?


16. At any time, what were they willing to do?


17. They did what?



18-a. What did they experience?



18-b. Where there were failures, what did they do about the 


                drinker’s family?



18-c. This resulted in relieving what?

(P)
21. After eighteen months, how many did they have in the fold?



22-a. Were they close?



22-b. What happened in the evenings?



22-c. What was their constant thought?



25-a. What became customary?
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  1-b. Who were these meetings for?

Comment:  Remember that the folks who participated in the writing of this Book were still meeting with the Oxford Groups.  Any and everybody was welcomed and encouraged to attend Oxford Group Meetings.  It was in the Fall of 1939 that the “Alcoholic Squad of the Oxford Group” first split off and the Fellowship then took their name from the title of this Book.


  2. Aside from the fellowship and social aspects of the meetings, 

what were their principal purposes?

(P)
  3. Who became interested in what the alcoholics were doing?


  4. What did a man and his wife do to support the alcoholics?

Comment:  The couple was Clarace and T. Henry Williams, non-alcoholic members of the Oxford Group.


  5. What did they do with their home?


  6. What has many a distracted wife found at the Williams’ home? 



(a loooooooooong sentence)

(P)
  7. What have many alcoholic men found there?


  8. What did they come away with?


  9. What did he succumb to?



10-a. With what was he impressed?



10-b. Where was it that he made that surrender?



10-c. When did he surrender?


Comment:  The normal practice at that time was to help the suffering alcoholic surrender to his hopeless condition while he was hospitalized, then, in the “room upstairs” surrender on his knees to his Higher Power.  He was then “sponsored” into the meetings downstairs.

(Page 160 - continued)


13. What appealing characteristics conspired to let the alcoholic 

 
             know that here was haven at last?

(P)
14. What did the recovered alcoholics and their wives have that 
             made 
this irresistible?


15. How would the newcomer and his wife feel as they left the 


     Williams’ home?
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  1. What did they then know?


  2. What had they seen?


  3. What had they envisioned?

(P)
  4. At the time of the writing of this Book, how many were 
            attending meetings at the Williams’ home?


  5. Where were the alcoholics coming from?


  6. From surrounding towns, what was happening?


  7. How many members came from a community (Cleveland) 
            thirty miles away?


  8. Since Cleveland was a large place in 1939, what did they 


 
            anticipate?

(P)
  9. Life in A.A. is more than what?


10. What are some of the other activities?



11-a. Who is not welcomed?



11-b. But what is the one requirement?


13. What things are laughed out of countenance?


14. What no longer proved to be of any significance? 



(the rest of paragraph)

(P)
15. What started happening in Eastern cities?


16. What was there in one of these cities?

Comment:  Townes Hospital
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  1. How long ago was it that Bill W. had met Dr. Silkworth?


  2. What had many alcoholics experienced at that hospital?



  3-a. To whom are we indebted?



  3-b. Why is that so?

(P)
  5. Every few days, what did Dr. Silkworth do?


  6. Because he understood our work, what could he do?


  7. What did many recovered alcoholics do?



  8-a. What was going on in this Eastern city (New York)?



  8-b. Did many attend?

10. What similarity was there to the Akron Group?

11-a. What was going on between Akron and New York?



11-b. What did they foresee?

(P)
13. What is our hope?


14. Was it beginning to happen at the time this Book was written?


15. What were some of the members?



16-a. What had begun to spring up in other communities?



16-b. Where were they getting their direction?


18. What did members who traveled do?


19. What two good things resulted from this type of activity?

(P)
20. So, they were doing what?



21-a. What can we do?
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  1-b. What should you have?


  2. What did the authors believe?

(P)
  3. What do we know?


  4. What are you saying to yourself?  (2 sentences)


  5. But what?


  6. What have you forgotten?


  7. What is required to duplicate what the authors accomplished?

(P)
  8. Who did they know?



  9-a. How long had he lived there?



  9-b. What did he find?


11. How long before the writing of this Book was it?


12. Did the authorities care?

Comment:  This man was Hank Parkhurst.  The alcoholic who authored “Chapter 10, TO EMPLOYERS”


13. What did Hank do?


14. What did the doctor prove to be?


15. Did he check Hank out?

(P)
16. Did Hank talk with the doctor?


17. How well was the doctor impressed?


18. What arrangements were made?

(P)
19. What will our fellow worker soon have?



20-a. What will happen to some of them?



20-b. But if our experience is any criterion, how many will 




    make it?

Comment:  Does it appear that we should try to learn how they worked with a new man?  If following the clear-cut directions in this Book produced these results, what could we do?



22-a. What will happen when a few men try this Program?

(Page 164)



  1-b. And will have discovered what as the result of working 




    with others?



  1-c. There will be no stopping until what has happened?

(P)
  3. But what may you still say?


  4. Can we be sure?



  5-a. Who will determine that?



  5-b. So Who must you rely on?


  7. Who will show you how to have many friends?

(P)
  8.
This Book is meant to be what?


  9. What do we realize?


10. What will God constantly do?

Comment:  The following is the Twelfth Step Prayer.



11-a. When should you ask?



11-b. How often should you ask for it?



11-c. What should you ask for?


14. What is the promise?


15. But you obviously cannot do what?



16-a. So, what must we see to?



16-b. What is the promise of this?


18. What is this for us?

(P)
19. We should abandon ourselves to Whom?

Comment:  Steps Three, Six & Seven?
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20. Admit our faults to whom?

Comment:  Steps Four and Five?


21. We are to clear away what?

Comment:  Steps Eight and Nine?


22. We should then do what?

Comment:  Step Twelve?



23-a. How shall we be with you?


23-b. Where will we meet?


“MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU---UNTIL THEN!”


