Are We Being Responsible?


I am responsible.  When anyone -- anywhere reaches for help, I want the hand of A.A. to always be there and for that I am responsible.

BOX 459 provides a report every year on the estimated number of members in the U.S., Canada, Correctional facilities and Outside U.S. & Canada.  Regretfully, for the first time in the history of Alcoholics Anonymous, BOX 459 is reporting a decline in the number of members in our Country.  It has happened within the last decade.  Here are the facts:


YEAR

NUMBER OF MEMBERS
% CHANGE



1987



  727,145





1988



  778,045


7.0% increase


1989



  835,489


7.4% increase


1990



  896,033


7.2% increase


1991



1,012,623

        13.0% increase


1992



1,079,719


6.6% increase

    
For the 5 year period from 1992 to 1997 - only a 7.3% increase or, 


less than 1.5% per year.



1997



1,158,850





1998



1,166,079


0.6% increase


1999



1,166,927


nil


2000



1,161,436

        (0.5%) DECREASE


2002



1,160,651

        (0.1%) DECREASE


2003



1,168,990


0.7% increase

When we could say, “Rarely have we seen a person fail who has thoroughly followed our path”, those who spoke in meetings were those who could honestly say, “Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics and practice these principles in all our affairs”.  Are you trying to carry this message or are you using our meetings as a place to air your issues, complain, talk about “my day,” “my way” or express your ideas and opinions?  If you haven’t recovered, what do you have to say that could help a newcomer?

Gratitude is what we do to show our Heavenly Father how much we appreciate what He has and is doing for us by trying to pass our miracle on to the ones who still suffer.  

We recover by the Steps we take, not the meetings we make!


